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Abiotic Database Inventory Form for MercNet

(Water, Sediment, and Atmospheric Deposition Data)
Please complete a questionnaire for each distinct data set.  Questions and completed forms may be directed to:





Kate Williams





BioDiversity Research Institute





19 Flaggy Meadow Road, 
Gorham, Maine 04038





Phone: 207-839-7600, x108   Fax: 207-839-7655





E-mail: kate.williams@briloon.org
SUMMARY
1. Date on which this form was completed _____________________________

2. Title or name of dataset: ____________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
3. What area/region do the data cover?


________________________________________________________________________________________
4. What type of activity produced this dataset?
Monitoring
Experiment
Data Compilation

5.
What types of samples were collected? (check all that apply)


___Dip samples (water)


___Grab samples (water)

___Filtered (water)


___Unfiltered (water)


___Particulate (water)

___Sediment core subsamples

___Wet deposition


___Snow


___Dry deposition


___Bulk deposition


___Throughfall


___Litterfall
6. Approximate number of observations (number of samples analyzed) in the dataset: 


_________________________________________________________________________________

7. The database format is designed to facilitate geospatial applications, and records should include detailed information on sampling locations.  Such information ideally includes geographic coordinates, although other information may also be applicable (name of state/province/ jurisdictional area, station or location ID, name of a lake or other site attribute).

Do you have, or can you provide, positional data (latitude/longitude or UTM coordinates) for sampling locations? 
 YES 
 NO
8. During what years were samples collected (list years)?
____________________________________________
9. Is this project ongoing, or has it been completed?

        Ongoing
        Complete

SOURCE

10. What organization(s) and organizational subunit(s) produced this data?



______________________________________________________________________________________
11. Website for this dataset, project, or organization: 


_____________________________________________________________________________________

CONTACT

12. Name and address of institutional contact person for the data set:

Name
_____________________________________ Affiliation _____________________________________
Street address _______________________________________________City __________________________

State____________________ Zip code ______________ Telephone_________________________________

Fax number
 _______________________________ E-mail address ____________________________________

13. Please provide the name, address, telephone number, FAX number, and E-mail address of the person completing this form, if different than the above.

Name
_____________________________________ Affiliation _____________________________________

Street address _______________________________________________City __________________________

State____________________ Zip code ______________ Telephone_________________________________

Fax number
 _______________________________ E-mail address ____________________________________

COLLECTION DETAILS

14. Frequency of Sampling _____________________________________________________________________
15. During what months/seasons were samples collected?_____________________________________________
16. Estimated number of locations sampled historically __________________ and currently_________________
17. Please describe sampling methods: ___________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________
18. Are samples individual or composites? _________________________________________________________
19. Is there a specific ecosystem focus for this research? _______________________________________________
Please add any additional information on sample collection in the space below.

DATA DETAILS
20. The Multimedia Mercury Database (MercNet) will be developed as an electronic, searchable database and made available to interested parties on a compact disk (CD) or by other suitable means.  However, no sharing, presentation or publication of data from MercNet will occur without the permission of the data originator.

Please note if you would like to place restrictions on the release and use of your dataset:  

        I would allow universal use of my dataset (available for public use with the proper acknowledgment)

        I would allow universal use of my dataset among MercNet collaborators, and would want to grant permission on an individual basis before my records were used or distributed elsewhere

        I would want to grant permission on an individual basis before my records were used/distributed to anyone

        I would forbid the use, distribution, or publication of my dataset

21. Do you have QAQC (quality assurance and quality control) information for the dataset?  YES   NO


Is it in an electronic format?  YES   NO

22. In what form do the raw data exist?  (check all that apply)


        on paper data sheets


       in laboratory notebooks


        in tables or appendices in reports

       in an electronic data file: 
Access ________


         other (describe) _______________________________________
Excel   ________




_______________________________________________

Other   ________



_______________________________________________

23. What types of Hg measurements were collected?  Check all that apply.

        Hg deposition (atmospheric or sediment)


____Hg0

        Total Hg


        Reactive Hg(II)


        Methyl Hg


        Inorganic Hg

24. In what units are Hg concentrations expressed in the database? Please Check all that apply.

        mg/g (parts per thousand)

        μg/g or mg/kg (ppm)

        ng/g (ppb)

        mg/L (ppm)


        μg/L (ppb)


        ng/L or pg/mL (ppt)

        pg/L

        ng/m2

        millimeters (precipitation)


        ng/m2/week (deposition)
25. Are samples wet weight or dry weight? Please circle if applicable.
WET WEIGHT
DRY WEIGHT

26. Is this dataset available for download online? __________________________________________________

27. Has this dataset been incorporated into any other databases?  Please list: 


_______________________________________________________________________________________

SEDIMENT CORES
28. Please provide the following information for sediment cores. 


Were sediment cores dated?   YES      NO     


What method was used to date sediment?________________________________________


Name of person who conducted the dating: ______________________________________


What was the average core depth? _____________________________________________


What other information was obtained to characterize sediment (check all that apply)?



___Texture



___Total carbon 



___Organic carbon



___Inorganic carbon



___Volatile solids



___Total sulfur



___Chromium-reducible sulfur



___Total phosphorus



___Reference elements (please list):________________________________________________


___Other chemical constituents quantified (please list):_________________________________

WATER SAMPLES

29.   Please provide the following information for water samples.

At what depth(s) were samples taken? _________________________________________


Were samples filtered?   YES   NO   If yes, what pore size was used?_________


Were Clean Techniques used during sampling, sample handling, storage, and analysis?   



YES
NO
UNKNOWN
SOME

What other information was obtained to characterize the sampled water (check all that apply)?



___Temperature



___pH



___Alkalinity



___Hardness



___Dissolved oxygen


___Total organic carbon 



___Dissolved organic carbon

___Apparent color (unfiltered samples)



___True color (filtered samples)

___Secchi depth



___Turbidity



___Total suspended solids



___Major anions and cations

___Sulfate



___Total phosphorus


___Chlorophyll a



___Conductivity




___Trace elements other than mercury (please list):____________________________________



___Other chemical constituents quantified (please list):_________________________________
ATMOSPHERIC DEPOSITION

30. .  Please provide the following information for atmospheric deposition samples.

What ancillary data were obtained?

___Ambient temperature

___Sample pH


___Trace elements other than mercury (please list):____________________________________


___Other chemical constituents quantified (please list):_________________________________
COMMENTS

31. Please enter any additional comments that you wish to add in the space below.

If you would like to have your dataset included in MercNet, please send it to Kate Williams (kate.williams@briloon.org or BioDiversity Research Institute, 19 Flaggy Meadow Road, Gorham, Maine 04038).  
THANK YOU FOR YOUR PARTICIPATION!
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